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and expedited consideration of his 
nominees. When President Obama 
reaches across the aisle, the Senate Re-
publican leadership delays and ob-
structs his qualified nominees. I fear 
that Senate Republican delaying tac-
tics will yield the lowest judicial con-
firmation total in modern history. If 
Senate Republicans continue their de-
laying tactics, the total could be as low 
as that during the 1996 session, during 
President Clinton’s first term, when a 
Republican Senate majority would 
only allow 17 judicial confirmations, 
none for circuit courts. 

Although there have been nearly 110 
judicial vacancies this year on our Fed-
eral circuit and district courts around 
the country, only 10 vacancies have 
been filled. That is wrong. The Amer-
ican people deserve better. As I have 
noted, there are nine more qualified ju-
dicial nominations awaiting Senate ac-
tion on the Senate Executive Calendar. 
In addition there are another four 
pending before the Senate Judiciary 
Committee that have been given hear-
ings and could be reported to the Sen-
ate before Christmas. They will be 
available to be considered by the Sen-
ate once approved by the Judiciary 
Committee. The Senate should do bet-
ter, and could if Senate Republicans 
would remove their holds and stop the 
delaying tactics. 

During President Bush’s last year in 
office, we reduced judicial vacancies to 
as low as 34, even though it was a Pres-
idential election year. Judicial vacan-
cies have now spiked. There are cur-
rently 97 vacancies on our Federal cir-
cuit and district courts, and 23 more 
have already been announced. This is 
approaching record levels. I know we 
can do better. Justice should not be de-
layed or denied to any American be-
cause of overburdened courts and the 
lack of Federal judges. 
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REMEMBERING ABE POLLIN 
Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I rise 

to pay tribute to the life and legacy of 
my friend Abe Pollin. He was a busi-
nessman, community leader, philan-
thropist, familyman. He was someone 
who simply made our community and 
our Nation a better place. 

Abe was a great man who did great 
things. But he did it without a lot of 
fanfare. He was a team owner who 
thought first about the community 
that supported his teams. He was an 
employer who didn’t treat his athletes 
or his employees as commodities—but 
as members of his team. 

Abe Pollin was also a developer. But 
he didn’t just invest in buildings, he in-
vested in communities. He built one of 
the first big apartment buildings in Be-
thesda, named after his beloved wife 
Irene, long before Bethesda became the 
vibrant downtown that it is today. He 
never lost faith in Washington—build-
ing the MCI Center, now the Verizon 
Center, in the mid 1990s—which led to 
the revival of downtown Washington. 

Here in the DC Metro area, there are 
few community organizations that did 

not benefit from his advice, his philan-
thropy or his leadership. Abe made our 
region a better place, and will be great-
ly missed. 

My thoughts and prayers are with 
the Pollin family—his wife Irene, who 
is a founding mother of the effort to 
empower women to fight heart disease, 
and his children and grandchildren. I 
will be forever grateful for the Pollin 
family’s early support of a young city 
council woman from Baltimore who 
wanted to run for Congress. Abe Pollin 
was one of my earliest supporters, and 
his faith in me meant a great deal. 

Last night, thousands of people gath-
ered at the Verizon Center to celebrate 
Abe Pollin’s life. His legacy is a com-
munity that is stronger, more vi-
brant—and simply a better place to 
live. 
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SOMALIA 

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I 
rise to speak about the recent suicide 
bombing in Somalia and the broader 
security situation in that region. While 
our attention is necessarily focused on 
the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, this 
latest bombing is a stark reminder 
that we cannot take our eye off of the 
Horn of Africa. 

Last week, Somalis had a reason to 
celebrate. The graduation of several 
medical students from a university in 
Mogadishu was a welcome glimmer of 
hope for the future. Unfortunately, a 
suicide bomber intruded, blew himself 
up, and killed more than 20 others, in-
cluding three Ministers from the fledg-
ling Somali transitional government. 
There is, seemingly, no end to the vio-
lence which has plagued Somalia for a 
generation. 

Somalia continues to lack a truly 
functional government, and for several 
years, we have watched the slow but 
steady development of extremism 
there. Though we support the develop-
ment of a moderate government for So-
malia, success is far from assured. The 
transitional government lacks control 
of significant parts of the country and 
struggles to provide the most basic 
services to the Somali people. 

The most significant challenge to the 
transitional government comes from 
extremist groups such as al-Shabab, a 
group of Islamist terrorists with deep 
roots in Somalia that came to promi-
nence after the defeat of the Islamic 
Courts Union 3 years ago. As we have 
seen throughout the world, if there is a 
power vacuum, violent extremists will 
seek to fill it, and that is what is tak-
ing place in Somalia. Somalia cannot 
succeed while groups such as al-Shabab 
grow and thrive. 

Al-Shabab’s future depends in no 
small part on support from outside the 
country. Al-Shabab gets new recruits 
from all over the world, it is strength-
ening ties to al-Qaida and the global 
jihadist network, it receives support 
from regional actors such as Eritrea, 
who use al-Shabab as a proxy for its 
own interests. Al-Shabab will not be 

defeated while this outside support 
continues. 

For this reason, I hope that our ad-
ministration will work hard to support 
and pass a draft resolution now circu-
lating at the United Nations Security 
Council. Uganda, one of the Council’s 
current rotating members, has drafted 
a resolution that addresses Eritrean 
support for Somali extremist groups, 
including al-Shabab. The resolution, 
which follows strong warnings to Eri-
trea from the U.S. and the African 
Union not to support al-Shabab, would 
ban weapon sales to Asmara, prohibit 
technical, financial and other assist-
ance related to military activities, and 
freeze the assets of Eritrean political 
and military leaders as well as restrict 
their travel. 

Al-Shabab seeks to undermine any 
attempt to stabilize Somalia. A vola-
tile Somalia jeopardizes the stability 
of the Horn of Africa region, which is 
itself important to security in Africa, 
the greater Middle East, and the rest of 
the world. Support for extremist 
groups such as al-Shabab is unaccept-
able, and as long as Eritrea provides 
arms to al-Shabab, there will be no 
chance for peace in Somalia. I hope 
that the Security Council can take up 
and pass this resolution soon, and I 
hope the United States will be a strong 
supporter of this effort. Somalia ought 
not be a safe haven for extremists or a 
playground for outside powers pursuing 
their own agendas. Though Somalia’s 
future is far from clear, the Security 
Council should have no difficulty in 
agreeing on the need to take steps to 
cut al-Shabab’s lifelines of outside sup-
port. 
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TRIBUTE TO VIDA CHAN LIN 

Mr. ENSIGN. Mr. President, today I 
commemorate the beginning of an ex-
citing chapter for the Las Vegas Asian 
Chamber of Commerce. For more than 
20 years, this group of entrepreneurial 
southern Nevadans has worked to-
gether to provide resources and pro-
mote economic growth in the Asian 
community. Today, they will install 
the first woman to be president of their 
esteemed organization. Vida Chan Lin 
steps into this role—respected by her 
peers and energized by her passion for 
furthering the goals of the Las Vegas 
Asian Chamber of Commerce. 

While this leadership role is a new 
opportunity for Ms. Lin, her lifetime of 
experience has prepared her to take on 
this role. As a child, she was exposed to 
running a business as she saw firsthand 
the daily challenges and joys in the 
restaurants her family owned. She then 
found great satisfaction in the insur-
ance industry where she continued to 
exceed expectations and eventually 
start her own company. 

Ms. Lin has always balanced her 
business drive and success with her 
commitment to community service. 
She has been an instrumental force be-
hind the Las Vegas Asian Chamber of 
Commerce for many years. Her ability 
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